To all cardholders and billing officials:

Please see the attached memo dated 27 September 2004, signed by Director, Defense Procurement & Acquisition Policy, concerning Micro-Purchase & Section 508 Disability Accessibility Requirement. The FAR micro-purchase exemption to Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act, as amended, will expire on April 1, 2005. Purchase cardholder training to effectively acquire 508 compliant products and services must begin now. 

Section 508 requires that when Federal departments or agencies develop, procure, maintain, or use Electronic and Information Technology (E & IT), they must ensure that the E & IT allows Federal employees with disabilities to have access to and use of information and data that is comparable to the access to and use of information and data by other Federal employees.  The term "information technology" includes computers, ancillary equipment, software, firmware, and similar procedures, services (including support services), and related resources. (Information technology is defined in the FAR <http://www.arnet.gov/far/> at 2.101)
Purchase card training to acquire 508 compliant products and services will be effective immediately.  To prepare for this new requirement billing officials and cardholders must go online at http://www.section508.gov to complete the Section 508 training developed by GSA. Copies of the CD have been requested and will be available mid October 2004. 

Billing officials please notify your APC by email once you and all your cardholders have reviewed this information.
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